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Colleges: 
Tax bill 
would 
burden 
students 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The Republican tax bill un- 
veiled Thursday amounts to a 
“tax on education,” according to 
one North Carolina college 
administrator. 

The 76-page bill, called the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, does 
away with a number of tax de- 
ductions and credits to help pay 
for lowering personal income 
tax rates and corporate tax 
rates. 

Colleges, universities and 
students could be affected by 
many of the changes. The bill 
would eliminate deductions for 
student-loan interest payments 
and education expenses, repeal 
deductions that help part-time 
students and hit private schools 
by taxing more of their invest- 
ments and ending their use of 
tax-free bonds for construction 
projects. 

“It’s puzzling why a bill that is 
focused on job creation would 
place a greater burden on stu- 
dents and others who are trying 
to improve their lives by going 
to college,” said Michael 
Schoenfeld, Duke University’s 
vice president of public affairs 
and government relations. “It 
seems to be a tax on advance- 
ment or a tax on education, 
which is just an odd thing to be 
doing.” 

More than 23.1 million Amer- 
icans are repaying more than 
$2.1 trillion in federal student 
loans, according to data from 
the U.S. Department of Educa- 
tion. Estimates put the total 
number of Americans repaying 
student loans at 44 million. 

Currently, some taxpayers are 
allowed to claim deductions of 
up to $2,500 on interest on 
student loans. 

“Instead of using this deduc- 
tion to offset tax cuts for mil- 
lionaires while student debt is at 
an all-time high, we should be 
maintaining critical relief for 
American families,” said Rep. 
David Price, a Chapel Hill Dem- 
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NC commerce official optimistic about 
finding large manufacturers for megasites 


A selection is expected next 
BY CRAIG JARVIS year. 


cjarvis@newsobserver.com 


A CSX rail-to-truck terminal is being considered for Rocky Mount. 
The terminal would be near a state megasite in Edgecombe County. 


TEXAS MASS SHOOTING 


26 killed after gunman 
opens fire inside church 


BY JIM VERTUNO 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 

A man opened fire inside of a church in 
a small South Texas community on Sun- 
day, killing 26 people and wounding about 
20 others in the deadliest mass shooting in 
the state’s history, the governor said. 

Officials didn’t identify the attacker 
during a news conference Sunday night, 
but two other officials - one a U.S. official 
and one in law enforcement - who were 
briefed on the investigation identified him 
as Devin Kelley. They spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity because they 
weren’t authorized to discuss the investiga- 
tion. 

The U.S. official said Kelley lived in a 
San Antonio suburb and doesn’t appear to 
be linked to organized terrorist groups. 
The official said investigators are looking 
at social media posts Kelley may have 
made in the days before Sunday’s attack, 
including one that appeared to show an 
AR-15 semiautomatic weapon. 

Authorities said a civilian with a gun 
confronted the attacker and chased him 
away. The gunman was later found dead in 
his vehicle. 

A Department of Public Safety official 
said at the news conference that investiga- 
tors weren’t ready to discuss a possible 
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Law enforcement officials work the scene of a fatal shooting Sunday at a church in 


Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


motive for the attack. He said the dead 
ranged in age from 5 to 72 years old. 
Twenty-three were found dead in the 
church, two were found outside and one 
died after being taken to a hospital. 
Federal law enforcement swarmed the 


small community 30 miles southeast of 
San Antonio after the attack to offer assist- 
ance, including ATF investigators and 
members of the FBI’s evidence collection 
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NORTH CAROLINA HAS 
SEVERAL LEVELS OF 
POTENTIAL FINANCIAL 
INCENTIVES TO 
ATTRACT COMPANIES 
LARGE AND SMALL. 


The project is supposed to 


create up to 4,000 jobs and a 
$1.6 billion investment in the 


Several states are no longer in 
the running for a Toyota-Mazda 
auto manufacturing plant, but 
North Carolina is still a favorite 
pick among analysts. 

A national survey of 70 site 
selection experts placed North 
Carolina as No. 2, behind only 
Texas, as the likely choice. Sev- 
eral consultants have said 
there’s a strong chance the state 
will be the top choice. 


production of 300,000 vehicles 
a year. 

Earlier this summer, state 
Commerce Secretary Tony Co- 
peland said the state was “hav- 
ing discussions with all the in- 
terested parties that would be 
involved with this project.” 

Last week, he would simply 
say he is optimistic. 

Copeland’s assessment came 
in response to a question by 


state Sen. Angela Bryant, a 
Democrat from Rocky Mount, at 
a legislative committee meeting 
on Thursday. Bryant asked Co- 
peland how much interest there 
is in the state’s four megasites - 
areas that have been designated 
by the state as locations with 
enough acreage, access to roads 
and utilities and workers to 
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